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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1956 

Public  Health  Department, 
Drayton  Hall, 

West  Drayton. 

July,  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District. 
The  report  is  set  out  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years  with 
the  inclusion  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  part  of  the 
report,  photographs  of  various  subjects  showing  the  many  aspects 
of  the  work. 

The  health  of  the  district  during  the  year  under  review  was 
satisfactory  and  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  noti¬ 
fied  was  low.  Only  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified.  Five 
cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and  from  the  administrative 
point  of  view  it  indicates  a  high  standard  of  food  hygiene.  I  am 
not  convinced,  however,  that  these  notifications  represent  the 
true  incidence  of  food  poisoning.  Although  the  standard  of  food 
premises  in  this  district  is  relatively  quite  good  it  is  still  far  from 
completely  satisfactory  and  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  secure  improvement. 

The  birth  rate  has  again  risen.  The  rate  for  1956  being  17.02 
per  1,000  population  compared  with  the  average  birth  rate  of 
13.2  for  the  County.  Notwithstanding  the  increased  birth  rate 
I  am  pleased  to  report  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year,  i.e.  14.1  per  1,000  live  births — this  rate 
has  declined  for  the  last  3  years,  an  indication  of  improved 
hygiene  and  housing  conditions. 

Although  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  the  two  principal  causes  i.e.  Malignant  diseases  and  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  these  two  causes  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  50%  of  the  total  deaths.  It  is  also  significant  that 
notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
malignant  disease,  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  has  doubled,  i.e.  10  as  compared  with  5  during  1955. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Council 
and  in  particular  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  help  and  encouragement. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  .  5,277 

Total  population  1956  (midsummer)  (estimated 

by  the  Registrar  General)  .  23,070 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  ...  6,692 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1957)  .  £765,994 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  1956/1957  .  £3,055  10  6 


Industry 

The  working  population  engaged  in  the  several  types  of  light 
industry  of  which  this  district  is  comprised  still  exceeds  the 
residential  population.  This  of  course  is  due  to  London  Airport, 
which  has  a  working  population  of  over  20,000.  Excluding  London 
Airport,  this  district  has  a  working  population  of  between  6,500 
and  7,000.  The  district  has  enjoyed  practically  full  employment 
during  the  year  and  unemployment  generally  has  been  very  low 
for  a  considerable  period. 

Excluding  London  Airport,  the  principal  industries  in  the 
district  are  :  (1)  Light  Engineering.  (2)  Woodwork.  (3)  Colour 

Film  Manufacture.  (4)  Carpet  Manufacture  and  (5)  Fats,  Oils, 
Grease  and  Chemical  Manufacturers.  All  these  industries  have 
expanded  considerably  in  recent  years  but  new  industrial  expan¬ 
sion  is  now  restricted  by  the  Middlesex  Development  Plan,  which 
has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  plan  is  to  preserve  green 
belt  land  within  this  district. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

(as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

216 

188 

404 

Illegitimate 

9 

14 

23 

Total  225 

202 

427 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimate  resident  population  :  1956  :  17.02 

1955  :  15.50 

County  of  Middlesex  :  1956  :  13.2 

In  calculating  the  Birth  Rate  the  crude  figure  of  18.50  has 
been  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 
for  this  district  of  0.92.  This  allows  for  sex  and  age  distribution 
and  enables  a  proper  comparison  to  be  made  with  other  districts. 


STILL  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  : 

1956 

13.8 

1955 

30.92 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 

1956 

0.26 

1955 

.500 

DEATHS  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

94 

56 

150 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  : 

1956 

9.1 

1955 

8.9 

County  of  Middlesex  : 

1956 

10.8 

This  figure  has  been  adjusted  from  6.5  by  the  use  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  of  1.4. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes  ...  Nil 
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Cause  of  Death 


All  causes  . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Other  respiratory  diseases 
Syphilitic  disease 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasm 

Diabetes  . . 

Leukaemia  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  diseases,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease . 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Congenital  Malformation  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  . 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide . 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 


Male  Female  Total  1955 
94  56  150  159 

3 


1 

3 

10 


7 

1 

1 

7 
.9 
2 

8 
2 
4 

4 

5 


1 

1 

9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 


6 


11 

3 

4 
10 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

8 


1 

3 

10 


13 

1 

1 

18 

22 

6 

18 

3 

4 

9 

11 

1 

2 

1 

17 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 


1 

1 

5 

5 
2 
2 

15 

1 

19 

21 

4 

22 

6 

1 

10 

6 

7 

3 

2 

11 

1 

A 

JL 

5 

1 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

1 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

6 

1 

7 

Death  rate  on  infants  under  one  year  : 

1956 

1953 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16.4 

23.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14.1 

20  6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

•  •  • 

2.3 

2.6 

SECTION  B 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Reading  have  again 
taken  all  samples  of  food  and  water  and  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  the  results  of  these  samples  are  shown  else¬ 
where.  Rodents  caught  or  gassed  in  aircraft  on  London  Airport 
are  sent  to  the  laboratory  of  the  London  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine  for  examination.  In  no  case  have  any  been  found  to  be 
disease  carriers. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  and 
there  are  clinics  at  20,  High  Street,  Yiewsley  and  at 
Harmondsworth. 

Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1944 
Massage  Establishments 

The  three  premises  in  the  district  which  were  licensed  last 
year  under  Part  XII  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Act,  have 
been  re-inspected  and  the  licences  renewed.  Inspection  dealt 
with  ascertaining  whether  the  accommodation  and  provision  for 
massage  treatment  was  reasonably  adequate  and  suitable. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Bedding  or  clothing  requiring  disinfection  or  disinfestation 
is  taken  to  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Hillingdon  where  steam  treatment 
is  carried  out.  In  the  case  of  articles  requiring  treatment  from 
aircraft  arriving  at  London  Airport  the  necessary  arrangements 
are  made  at  the  same  establishment. 
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With  improved  standards  of  living  and  cleanliness,  it  is  re¬ 
grettable  to  discover  houses  infested  with  bed-bugs  in  our  present 
times.  Five  houses  were  infested,  and  to  be  absolutely  sure  that 
contiguous  properties  were  not  affected  by  the  infestation,  no 
fewer  than  13  houses  were  fumigated  to  eradicate  this  pest. 
Disinfestations  during  the  year  were  as  follows  :  — 


Types  of  Infestation 
Bugs 
Fleas 

Woodworm 

Earwigs 

Wasps 

Cockroaches 

Ants 

Flies 


Number  of  Disinfestations 

.  13 

.  5 

.  7 

.  3 

.  1 

.  1 

.  1 

.  1 
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SECTION  C. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1956. 

Under  I  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  15-25  25  &  Age  No 

1  year  years  years  years  years  years  years  over  Un-  Notified 


co 

02 

bn 

d 

r— H 
i - I 

d 

G 

£ 

o 

G 


CO 

CO 


CO 


CO  CO 


CO 


UO 


CO 


•  si 

h d 
G 

U  O 

0)  o 


lO 


CO 


CO 


CO 

CO 


CO 


m 


CO 


co 


02 

a 

4- 3 

O) 

r-H 

5- 4 

d 

cd 

CQ 


bjD 

G 

•r-H 

ft 

O 

O 

£ 

£ 


02 

s 

O 

•H 

rH 

O 

a 


^  T2 
cd  G 

•r-H  £__/ 

sa 

cS  w 
cS 

a 

i 


co 


CO 


G 

o 

G 


CD 

CO 

S  2 

O  1/3 

cS 

O  g 

a  ^ 


G 
•>— < 
S-4 

02 

si 

4-3 

.G 


►■*3 

s- 

CD 

4-3 

G 

CD 


c 

o 

•r-H 

4-3 

cd 

0) 


cS 

CD 

CD 

O 

CD 

O 

bjD 

G 


G 

—  -  ^ 
Q  Q  ^ 


a  « 


cS 

4-3 

o 

Eh 

02  .  £4 

<  =  * 

*8 
<30  *-t  M 

LO  §> 

^  O 

CO 

CD  5-4 

I  G 
lo  a> 

^  >3 


CO 


I 

lO 


Tf 


C/2 

$-4 

cj 
<D 

co 

5-4 

’T1  G 

1  a> 

lO  >> 

5-4 

CD 

G 

& 


CO 


CO 


CO 


G 

•rH 

c 

o 


3 

CD 

G 

p4 

02 

+3 

G 

CD 


CO 


H  Ifl  Ifi 


LO 


CO 


r-H 


.  CO 

o 

•rH 

4-3 

_  CD 

9  £ 

£  G 


CD  l  u 

|f  2 


72  CO 

•—I 

4-3  4-3 


d 

si 


d 

si 


C/2 

S-i 

02 

> 

02 


a  a 

CD  02 


X 

o 
a 

rH 
r-H 

aS 

.  s 

<  GO 


CD 

g 


CD 

G 


W  W 

o>  02 

+3  43) 

G  G 

cd  CD 

<  < 


o 

rG 

g- 

H  'c 

•rH 

5-4  O 

o  Si 

.2  g 

5-4  4-3 

02  d 
5-« 

G  G 

w  a 


co 

^G 

a 

•r— < 

CO 

5-4 


bJO 

G 

•>— i 

G 

O 

co 

•r-H 

O 

a 

T3 

O 

o 


p£3  a 


12 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


TUBERCULOSIS 

ANALYSIS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING 

1956 

(LOCAL  RECORDS) 


NEW  CASES : 

DEATHS : 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Age  ( yrs .) 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F  M  F 

Under  5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-24 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25-44 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45-64 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Age  Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

7 

3 

- 

- 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  : 

Respiratory  :  191  Non-respiratory  :  50 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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Patrick  M.  J.  Bobbett, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

July ,  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  tenth  Annual  Report  I  have  endeavoured  by 
means  of  pictorial  illustrations  to  show  the  different  aspects  of  the 
work  of  the  department.  The  usual  statistics  of  course,  have 
been  included. 

Work  during  the  year  was  principally  on  housing  and  work 
in  connection  with  the  slum  clearance  programme  and  with  the 
implementation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  details  of 
which  are  given  in  the  appropriate  sections. 

Several  official  parties  from  overseas  have  visited  the  depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year,  the  visits  having  been  arranged  by  Govern¬ 
ment  Departments. 

The  co-operation  received  from  other  departments  of  the 
Council  is  most  important  and  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Clerk,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  to  the  Treasurer  for  their 
ready  advice  and  assistance. 


SECTION  D 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Mains  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  from  a  deep  well  in 
Horton  Road,  Yiewsley,  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company.  Additional  supplies  are  available  from 
Iver,  Ickenham  and  Rickmansworth,  if  required. 

The  average  quantity  of  water  consumed  per  head  of  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  Company’s  area  amounted  to  27.9  gallons  per  head  per 
day.  If  industry  and  trade  were  taken  into  consideration  the 
figure  is  increased  to  41.1  gallons  per  head  per  day.  The  estimated 
daily  consumption  is  approximately  one  million  gallons,  and  the 
peak  demand  during  the  Summer  rises  to  about  one  and  one- 
third  times  the  average  for  the  year. 

The  hardness  of  the  water  supplied  to  this  area  is  due  to  salts 
(Carbonates)  which  form  temporary  hardness  and  this  amounts 
to  210  parts  per  million.  Water  supplied  to  this  area  is  softer 
than  any  other  water  supplied  in  the  Company’s  area. 

Generally,  hardness  in  public  water  supplies  has  little  or  no 
significance  in  relation  to  health  and  soft  waters  are  neither  more 
nor  less  wholesome  than  are  hard  waters. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


A  chemical  and  bacteriological  report  on  water  supplied  to 
this  area  is  shown  below,  and  the  water  conforms  to  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity,  for  public  supply. 
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Only  two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  about  un¬ 
satisfactory  water  supplies.  One  of  these  complaints  involved  4 
new  houses  on  mains  water,  and  the  complaint  alleged  taint  due 
to  chlorine.  Samples  proved  the  water  to  be  both  chemically  and 
bacteriologically  safe  and  satisfactory. 

The  other  complaint  concerned  water  from  a  well  supply  and 
although  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  were 
promptly  taken,  no  evidence  came  to  light  to  show  unfitness.  How¬ 
ever  the  owner  of  the  well  concerned  is  being  pressed  to  connect 
up  to  mains  water  which  is  reasonably  available  and  a  satisfactory 
conclusion  is  expected. 

Six  properties  which  relied  on  well  water  for  their  source  of 
water  supply  have  now  been  vacated  due  to  clearance  area  pro¬ 
cedure  and  this  has  therefore  eliminated  a  source  of  water  supply 
that  was  always  regarded  by  the  department  with  anxiety. 

Altogether  9  well  water  samples  were  taken  and  every  one  was 
found  safe  and  fit  to  drink. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  and  pail  closets  has  been  carried 
out  regularly  during  the  year.  One  Cesspool  Exhauster  with  a 
complement  of  two  men  carried  out  this  service  on  three  days  each 
week  and  for  the  remainder  of  each  week  they  were  engaged  on 
gully  emptying.  Cesspools  attached  to  domestic  premises  and 
cesspools  attached  to  business  premises  were  emptied  free  of 
charge  on  request.  Cesspools  which  receive  a  trade  effluent  were 
also  emptied  but  a  charge  of  30/-  per  load  was  made  for  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

The  number  of  pail  closets  emptied  weekly  was  approximately 
160,  and  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied  as  and  when  required 
was  84.  The  sewage  removed  from  cesspools  during  the  year 
totalled  1,383,200  gallons. 

During  the  last  two  years  23  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the 
unsewered  district  of  Longford,  but  provision  has  been  made  in 
the  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1955  for  the  cost  of  connection 
to  a  future  public  sewer  to  be  met  by  the  owners.  Most  of  these 
houses  are  drained  on  the  septic  tank  principle  and  already  there 
are  signs  that  the  high  sub-soil  water  level  may  cause  inefficient 
working  of  these  tanks. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  on  several  occasions  in  the  past  the 
drainage  situation  in  Longford  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  it  is 
most  important,  particularly  now  in  view  of  the  increasing  popu¬ 
lation  in  the  village  that  the  area  should  be  sewered. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


(a)  Refuse  Collection 

The  demand  on  this  service  was  extremely  heavy  for  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  collection  of  domestic  refuse  from  a  population  of 
23,000,  a  daily  service  was  required  both  at  London  Airport  and  at 
the  R.A.F.  Camp.  The  total  number  of  dustbins  emptied  daily  at 
these  two  places  was  800. 

The  collection  service  was  operated  on  an  establishment  of  5 
vehicles,  i.e.  2  x  25  yard  Dennis  Paxit  refuse  collecting  vehicles 
and  3  Dennis  side  loading  vehicles,  two  of  which  were  always  avail¬ 
able  as  spares  in  case  of  breakdown,  and  a  staff  of  15,  i.e.  4  drivers 
and  11  loaders. 

There  were  two  main  gangs  operating,  consisting  of  4  men 
and  a  driver  on  each  Paxit  and  these  collected  the  bulk  of  the 
domestic  refuse.  London  Airport  was  collected  nightly  by  a  driver 
and  loader  operating  a  Paxit  and  the  R.A.F.  Camp,  Schools  and 
the  outlying  parts  of  the  Urban  District  were  collected  by  a  side 
loader  manned  by  a  driver  and  two  loaders. 

Domestic  refuse  from  dwelling  houses  was  collected  weekly, 
six  collections  per  week  were  made  at  the  R.A.F.  Camp  and  seven 


Refuse  container  stands  showing  method  of  removal  for  emptying. 
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collections  per  week  at  London  Airport.  These  latter  collections 
were  made  at  night  as  it  was  found  that  traffic  conditions  on  the 
Airport  were  much  easier  during  that  period,  in  addition  it  en¬ 
abled  the  vehicles  available  for  refuse  collection  to  be  used  to 
much  greater  advantage. 

Refuse  storage  at  London  Airport  is  in  either  standard  dust¬ 
bins  or  in  the  large  U  cu.  yd.  containers — the  photographs  (Plates 


Refuse  container  being  emptied  into  collection  vehicle. 
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1  and  2)  on  page  17  show  the  position  in  which  the  bins  are  stood 
and  the  method  of  removal  of  these  large  bins,  together  with  the 
final  emptying  of  the  bin  into  the  vehicle. 


(b)  Labour 

One  of  the  main  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  Public 
Cleansing  service  is  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  labour  force 
to  provide  the  regular  service  demanded  by  the  public,  irrespective 
of  holidays,  sickness,  etc. 

In  an  endeavour  to  attract  a  suitable  type  of  employee  to  the 
service,  protective  clothing  is  issued  as  follows — two  pairs  of  boots 
at  the  commencement  of  employment  and  thereafter,  one  pair 
per  annum,  two  pairs  of  overalls  per  annum,  one  waterproof  and 
one  donkey  jacket  and  protective  gloves  as  required.  In  addition, 
a  salvage  bonus  is  paid  which  in  an  average  year  amounts  to 
approximately  £60  per  man. 

This  policy  has  resulted  in  recruitment  of  sufficient  permanent 
employees  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  cope  with  the  work  when 
men  are  absent,  due  to  sickness  or  injury.  The  number  of  man 
hours  lost  during  the  year  under  review  was  4,063  or  507  days  — 
equivalent  to  13  days  per  man  on  the  establishment  of  38. 


A  finished  refuse  tip,  covered  with  top  soil  and  grass  seeded. 
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(c)  Refuse  Disposal 

During  the  year,  the  Boroughs  of  Brentford  and  Chiswick, 
Acton  and  Southall  continued  to  bring  domestic  and  trade  refuse 
into  this  district  for  disposal,  and  a  new  Scheme  for  the  reclama¬ 
tion  of  low  lying  land  on  Kingston  Lane  Playing  Fields  was  started. 
All  disposal  is  by  means  of  “controlled  tipping.”  This  Scheme  is 
approximately  half  completed,  and  had  to  be  temporarily  aban¬ 
doned  because  of  bad  weather  affecting  approach  roads  to  the  tip 
surface.  Ultimately  the  fields  will  be  brought  back  into  use  as  a 
Sports  Ground  and  to  improve  the  setting,  some  150  trees  were 
planted  around  the  perimeter.  It  is  regrettable  to  see  already 
that  serious  damage  has  been  inflicted  on  the  young  trees,  pre¬ 
sumably  by  irresponsible  youths.  Photographs  on  page  19  show 
(1)  the  covering  of  refuse  immediately  after  tipping  and  (2)  ample 
space  provided  after  the  reclamation  of  land  by  the  controlled 
tipping  of  domestic  refuse. 


The  present  refuse  tip  being  levelled  and  covered  ivith  top  soil; 
to  be  finished  eventually  as  in  Photograph  1. 
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Population — Midsummer,  1956  ...  .  23,070 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  ...  .  7,800 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  .  £3.055  10  6 

Total  rate  in  the  Pound  (including  County  and  Police  Rate)  13s.  Od. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND 


ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES 

Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  408 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  546 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  293 

Inspections  under  Water  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  under  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1944  & 

1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  43 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Inspections  re  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Routine  Council  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  98 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Piggeries  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories  (Mechanical)  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  53 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical)  Inspected  ...  ...  4 

Workplaces  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cinemas,  Public  Hall,  etc.,  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  7 

Schools  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Vacant  land  and  dumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Verminous  Rooms  (Council  Houses)  ...  ...  ...  11 

Verminous  Rooms  (Private  Houses)  ...  ...  ...  34 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Prospective  Council  House  Tenants  ...  ...  ...  32 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Boiler  Plants  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  to  Council’s  Tip  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collecting  Gangs  ...  ...  ...  28 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Council  Meetings  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Committee  Meetings  attended  ...  ...  ...  25 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  460 

Petroleum  Installations  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

Dwelling  Houses  : 

Roofs  :  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  29 

External  walls  :  pointed  or  rendered  ...  ...  9 

External  walls  :  brickwork  rebuilt  ...  ...  1 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  9 

Gutters  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  10 

Rainwater  pipes  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  1 

External  painting  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yards  and  passages  repaired  or  drained  ... 

Damp  walls  rendered  damp-proof  ...  ..^  ...  15 

Wallplaster  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  27 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  5 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  34 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Additional  lighting  provided 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Walls  cleansed  or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ceilings  cleansed  or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  6 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cooking  ranges  renewed  or  repaired 
Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 

Interior  Water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  :  new  provided 

Sinks  :  defective  ones  renewed 

Smks  :  Waste  pipes  repaired,  renewed,  or  trapped  ...  A 

Hot  water  systems  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Repairs  to  Water  Supplies 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3  0 

Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gypsy  vans  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  : 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Old  drains  repaired 

Insoection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  drains  provided 

Vents  and  soil  pipes  renewed 

New  insnection  chambers  provided  ...  ...  1 

Water  Closets  : 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  3 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dustbins  : 

New  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Department  employs  one  Rodent  Operative  for  this  work 
who  carries  out  all  treatment,  the  work  of  supervision  and  investi¬ 
gation  being  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Dwell- 

All  other 

Local 

ing 

Agri- 

Properties 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

including 

business 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

37 

6554 

19 

863 

7473 

2. 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of  : 
(a)  Notification  . 

4 

109 

5 

32 

150 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

13 

24 

1 

21 

59 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose). 

- 

- 

- 

55 

55 

3. 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspec¬ 
tions . 

56 

173 

7 

69 

305 

4. 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sect  II)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by  :  . 

(Major 

8 

- 

2 

- 

10 

(a)  Rats  (Minor 

5 

110 

1 

23 

139 

(Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Mice  (Minor 

- 

17 

- 

11 

28 

5. 

Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Sect  IV)  treated 
by  the  L.A . 

13 

127 

3 

34 

177 

6. 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  —  including  re-treat¬ 
ments . 

13 

133 

3 

34 

183 

7. 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 
Act  :  . 

(a)  Treatment  . 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e. 

— 

— 

— 

15 

15 

Proofing) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Dwell-  All  other 

Local  ing  Agri-  Properties 

Authority  Houses  cultural  including 

business  Total 


8.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Section  4  of 


the  Act  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Legal  Proceedings . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Number  of  “Block”  con- 

trol  schemes  carried  out. 

8 

- 

2 

10 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  food  premises 

in  the  area 

and 

number 

of 

inspections  made. 

No.  of 

Shops  Inspections 

Grocers  . 

43 

85 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars  & 

Canteens 

42 

147 

Greengrocers  . 

...  •  •  • 

15 

19 

Sweet  Shops  and  Ice  Cream  Premises 

23 

50 

Confectionery  and  bread 

.  .  .  ... 

7 

7 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

...  •  •  • 

7 

9 

Butchers . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

20 

54 

Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

25 

Chemists . 

•  •  •  .  •  . 

7 

7 

Bakehouses  . 

... 

6 

11 

OTHER  FOOD 

INSPECTIONS 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 

...  ... 

9 

Ice  Cream  Hawkers  . 

•  •  •  ... 

3 

Street  Hawkers  and  Traders  ... 

...  ... 

2 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot 

59 

Imported  Food,  London  Airport 

...  ... 

421 

Ice  Cream  Samples  . 

...  ... 

42 

Water  Samples . 

...  ... 

44 

Milk  Samples  . 

...  ... 

8 

Of  the  above  premises,  all  ice  cream  shops  and  fried  fish  shops 
are  registered  by  the  Council  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Eight  Registration  certificates  have  been  granted  to  manufacturers 
of  sausages  and  cooked  meats,  and  three  grocers  are  registered 
for  the  boiling  of  gammons. 

Three  ice-cream  vehicles  are  registered  under  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  Act,  1950. 
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FACTORIES 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories  : 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 

W  ritten 
Notices 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1-4  and  8  are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A.  . 

5 

5 

2 

_ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
Section  1  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  L.A . 

148 

53 

10 

_ 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  L.A. 
(excluding  Outworkers  prem¬ 
ises)  . 

Total  : 

153 

58 

12 

- 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories  : 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number 

Particulars 

Found 

defects  were  found 
Referred 

To  By 

H.M.  H.M. 
Reire-  Inspec-  Inspec 

of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
-  were 

(1) 

(3) 

died 

(4) 

tor  tor 

(5)  (6) 

instituted 

(7) 

1.  Want  of  cleanliness  . 

7 

5 

- 

- 

2.  Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

6 

4 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separated  for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Total  : 

14 

10 

2  2 

- 

3.  Outworkers  : 

There  are  three  Outworkers,  all  of  which  were  visited  during 
the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
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SECTION  E 
HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  inspections  made  of  dwelling  houses  for 
complaints  and  defects  under  both  Public  Health  and  Housing- 
Acts  was  :  708. 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : 


By  Local 
By  Owner  Authority 


1  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

41 

- 

2.  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Act  1936  . 

18 

3 

(b)  Housing  Act  1936  . 

O 

O 

- 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  : 

No.  of  houses  closed  pursuant  to  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act  1953  . 

1 

Unfit  Houses  Demolished  : 

No.  of  houses  demolished  pursuant  to  Section 

11  Housing  Act  1936  . 

2 

Slum  Clearance  : 

During  the  year  5  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  5  Clear¬ 
ance  Areas  were  declared — the  total  number  of  houses  involved 
being  82.  From  these  houses  18  families  were  rehoused. 

Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954 

It  appears  that  house  owners  have  made  little  or  no  use  at  all 
of  this  Act  as  a  means  of  increasing  rents  by  the  permitted 
amounts.  In  all  probability  the  expenditure  that  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  on  repairs  would  not  be  a  worthwhile  proposition  for  the  in¬ 
crease  rent  income.  A  further  probable  reason  is  that  the  house 
would  always  have  to  be  kept  in  good  repair  in  order  that  the 
landlord  could  continue  receiving  the  increased  rent.  The  cost  of 
repairs  has  obviously  been  a  deterrent. 

Only  one  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received 
during  the  year,  and  one  is  obviously  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Act  has  not  been  successful  in  its  object. 

During  the  year,  five  applications  for  Improvement  Grants 
were  received,  and  the  Council  agreed  to  contribute  financial  aid 
as  follows  : 

Total  cost  of  improved  works  was  £1,910  18s.  8d. 

Total  payments  made  by  the  Local  Authority  :  £925  9s.  5d. 
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UNFIT  HOUSES 


BELOW  :  Another  example  of 
had  arrangement. 


LEFT  : 

Typical  rear  vieio  show  0/ 
bad  arrangement. 


ABOVE  : 

Shallow  well  water  supply. 


The  photographs  show  the  type  of  defects  existing  in  houses 
dealt  ivith  in  the  clearance  programme  and  make  clear  the 
necessity  of  dealing  with  the  properties  in  this  way. 
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SECTION  F 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  commencement  of  this  year  saw  the  new  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  come  into  operation,  and  every  food  premises  in  the 
district  had  to  be  re-inspected  according  to  the  additional  require¬ 
ments  which  appeared  in  the  regulations.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  every  food  premises  in  the  area  had  been  inspected, 
and  where  premises  fell  short  of  regulation  standard,  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  occupiers  concerned.  In  addition  to  the  in¬ 
spectors  visits  and  advice  which  was  given  to  occupiers  about 
these  regulations,  the  Health  Committee  purchased  and  distri¬ 
buted  printed  abstracts  of  the  regulations  and  these  were  circu¬ 
lated  to  every  occupier  of  food  premises,  so  that  he  and  his  staff 
could  become  better  acquainted  with  the  new  requirements. 

Many  new  improvements  have  been  effected  in  premises,  the 
principal  alterations  being  (a)  the  provision  of  wash-hand  basins 
with  hot  water  for  personal  hygiene,  (b)  the  provision  of  locker  or 
separate  accommodation  for  the  hanging  of  outdoor  clothing  and 
footwear  of  employed  persons,  (c)  the  provision  of  first  aid  equip¬ 
ment  for  food  handlers. 


Food  Inspection  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  under  review,  this  does  not  include  meat  condemned 
at  the  Slaughterhouse  : 


Lbs. 


Apricots  .  4 

Beans  (tinned)  .  5 

Beef  Sausages  .  36 

Cod  (Skinned)  .  8 

Dog  Fish  .  28 

Golden  Cutlets  .  14 

Lamb  .  34 

Meat  (Mixed  Products)  .  60 

Ox  Liver  .  5 

Pears  .  7 

Pilchards  .  1 

Plums  .  1 

Strawberries  .  1 

Stewed  Steak  .  3 


Lbs. 


Bacon  .  24 

Beef  .  52 

Cheese  .  11 

Corned  Beef  .  42 

Evaporated  Milk  .  1 

Ham  .  93 

Luncheon  Meat  .  8 

Oranges  .  3 

Peaches  .  19 

Peas  .  5 

Pineapple  .  11 

Pork  .  35 

Strawberry  Jam  .  3 

Tomatoes  .  13 
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Ice  Cream  : 


32  Ice  Cream  samples  and  9  Iced  Lolly  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  under  review  and  the  results  of  these,  which  are 
highly  satisfactory,  are  shown  in  the  provisional  grades  below  : 


Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 


No .  of  Samples 


24 

8 


Of  the  9  Iced  Lollies  sampled,  7  were  found  to  be  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  The  place  of  manufacture  of  these  lollies  is  outside  this 
district  and  the  Local  Authority  concerned  were  asked  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  2  subsequent  samples  taken  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


30 


HOW  FOOD  PREMISES  SHOULD  BE  KEPT 


Note  counter  protection  of  open  foodstuffs,  adequate  natural  and 
artificial  lighting,  overhead  heating  units  for  comfort  of  shop 
assistants,  head  covering  and  clean  clothing  of  assistants. 
Inspector  taking  temperature  reading  in  the  shop. 


Butchers’  shops  showing  how  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have 
been  implemented.  Note  the  protection  of  displayed  meat  from 
risk  of  contamination  by  customers. 
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GOOD  S 


An  example  of  good  personal  hygiene. 
(Food  Hygiene  Regulation,  para  9.) 


An  excellent  example  of  how 
kitchen  swill  should  he 
stored. 

NOTE  :  Tiled  walls  and 
water  supply  for  hosing 
down.  Bins  are  kept  with 
tight  fitting  lids  in  a  stand. 


Another  example  of  improve¬ 
ments  being  effected  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions. 

The  tiled  wall  is  complete 
and  a  tiled  floor  is  about  to 
be  laid. 
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BAD  ! 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATION 
CONTRAVENTIONS 


BELOW  :  An  example  of 
where  a  careless  food  worker 
places  her  out-door  shoes. 


LEFT  : 

Bad  repair  of  display 
counter. 


ABOVE  : 

Lack  of  clothing  accommod¬ 
ation  in  a  food  room. 


The  various  photographs  were  all  taken  in  this  urban  disrict  and 
show  the  differing  standards  of  food,  hygiene. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  only  slaughterhouse  operating  in  the  district  was  licensed 
by  the  Council  and  during  the  year  5,804  animals  were  killed. 
Slaughtering  again  took  place  during  the  evening  and  at  week¬ 
ends  but  every  animal  killed  was  inspected.  The  slaughterhouse 
continued  to  be  used  as  a  Deadweight  Certification  Centre  for  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  for  pigs.  Those  pigs 
being  eligible  for  payment  were  graded,  weighed  and  certified — a 
total  of  3914  which  brought  an  income  of  £122  18s.  Od.  from  the 
Ministry  to  the  Local  Authority. 

From  the  total  of  5,804  animals  inspected  it  was  necessary  to 
condemn  1  ton  13  cwts.  2  qrs.  18  lbs.  of  meat,  pork  and  offals  which 
were  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  consumption.  The  table 
printed  hereunder  shows  the  percentage  of  animals  affected  with 
tuberculosis  and  other  diseases. 

During  the  year  an  occasion  arose  when  19  pigs  were  brought 
into  the  slaughterhouse  from  a  farm  outside  this  authority’s  area, 
for  slaughter.  Swine  fever  was  suspected,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  were  called  in.  Although  swine 
fever  was  not  confirmed  on  the  spot,  investigations  at  the  farm 
concerned  led  to  a  Swine  Fever  Order  being  made  on  that  farm. 
5  of  the  19  pigs  inspected  at  this  slaughterhouse  were  condemned. 


The  Meat  Inspection 
Service  at  ivork  at  the 
slaughterhouse. 

100%  of  animals  killed 
were  inspected. 
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Of  the  many  functions  of  the  health  department,  I  feel  sure 
there  is  none  more  satisfying  than  meat  inspection,  when  inspec¬ 
tion  reveals  an  unsound  or  diseased  condition  that  can  be 
efficiently  dealt  with  to  prevent  it  being  used  for  human  consump¬ 
tion.  The  photograph  on  page  34  shows  an  Inspector  examining 
a  carcase  of  beef. 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  coloured  by  an  approved  dye 
and  is  disposed  of  at  a  factory  in  an  adjoining  district  which 
treats  bones  and  meat  for  industrial  use,  and  this  method  of  dis¬ 
posal  has  worked  quite  satisfactorily.  The  firm  concerned  remove 
all  condemned  meat  daily  from  the  slaughterhouse. 


Garcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part  : 


Cattle 
Excluding 
Cows  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  . 

268 

37 

136 

346 

5016 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

15 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

23 

3 

1 

160 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci . 

8.5% 

8.1% 

2.9% 

3.4% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

t 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

11 

2 

30 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
a  f  fe  c  t  e  d  with 

Tuberculosis  ...  4.1%  5.4%  -  -  0.5% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 


Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned  -  - 

As  a  result  of  the  above  inspections,  it  was  necessary  to  con¬ 
demn  1  ton  13  cwts.  2  qrs.  18  lbs.  of  meat,  which  included  the 
entire  carcases  and  organs  of  16  pigs  and  3  calves. 


INSPECTION  OF  STORED  CANNED  MEAT 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  made  arrangements  to  have  all  canned  meat  examined 
which  had  been  in  store  for  longer  than  10  years,  with  the  object 
of  rejecting  unfit  tins  and  repacking  sound  tins  for  further  stor¬ 
age.  The  bulk  of  this  work  is  being  done  at  Buffer  Depot  ll.L 
Bath  Road,  Harmondsworth,  and  the  food  is  brought  here  from 
all  over  the  country  for  examination. 

The  rejected  tins  are  placed  into  two  categories,  i.e.  those  fit 
for  animal  feeding  and  those  fit  only  for  destruction.  The  Mini¬ 
stry  have  sought  the  assistance  of  this  department,  as  it  was  felt 
that  some  apparently  damaged  tins,  graded  for  animal  feeding 
may,  in  fact,  have  been  sound  and  if  this  was  so,  public  money 
was  being  wasted. 

The  final  examination  is  now  made  by  a  Public  Health 
Inspector  who  calls  at  the  depot  regularly  and  either  passes  or 
condemns  doubtful  tins.  Full  details  are  obtained  of  all  food  re¬ 
leased  for  animal  feeding  and  its  ultimate  destination.  The  Public 
Health  Department  of  the  district  to  which  it  is  consigned  is 
advised  and  by  this  method  a  control  is  kept  on  this  food  until  it 
is  finally  processed. 

During  1956  a  total  of  28  tons  16  cwts.  1  qr.  9  lbs.  was  exam¬ 
ined  involving  14,314  tins. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1956 


I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control 
Department,  Middlesex  County  Council  for  the  following  work 
which  is  carried  out  by  his  department  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act. 


Samples  procured  in  Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  during  the 
year  1956. 


Article 

Milk,  various 

Butter  . 

Buttered  Toast  ... 

Cakes  . 

Cream  . 

Drugs  . 

Fish  . 

Fish,  canned 
Fruit,  canned 

Liver  . 

Margarine 

Meat  . 

Miscellaneous  ... 
Preserves 

Vinegar  . 

Wines  and  Spirits 


Total  Samples 

Procured  Unsatisfactory 


19  1 

6 

1  1 

2 

3 

4 
6 
3 
3 

3 
2 

4 

5 
3 
5 

10 


Total  79  2 


The  following  comments  are  added  in  connection  with  the  un¬ 
satisfactory  samples. 

Milk 

A  bottle  of  milk  contained  pieces  of  glass.  It  appeared  as 
though  the  top  of  the  bottle  had  been  crushed  in  the  capping  pro¬ 
cess  and  when  the  cap  was  removed  the  glass  fell  into  the  milk. 
A  letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  the  pasteurisers. 

Buttered  Toast 

Following  complaints  that  margarine  was  being  used  instead 
of  butter  at  a  restaurant,  test  purchases  were  made  and  toast  sold 
as  “  buttered  toast  ”  was  found  to  be  spread  with  margarine  which 
contained  only  a  small  proportion  of  butter.  Proceedings  were 
authorised  and  a  fine  of  £5  Os.  Od.  and  £4  18s.  Od.  costs  was 
imposed. 
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The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  Section  47,  contains  new 
provisions  concerning  the  descriptions  which  can  be  applied  to 
certain  substances  which  resemble  cream  in  appearance  but  are 
not  cream.  This  has  necessitated  the  making  of  many  inspection 
visits  and  the  giving  of  advice  to  all  traders  likely  to  be  concerned 
to  ensure  that  they  are  fully  aware  of  these  new  requirements. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887-1926 

Twenty  inspections  of  shops  were  undertaken  to  ensure  that 
the  Marking  Orders  relating  to  certain  imported  foodstuffs  made 
under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1928  were  complied  with. 
Fifty-eight  separate  displays  of  meat,  apples,  tomatoes  and  butter 
were  examined. 

Verbal  cautions  were  given  in  respect  of  minor  infringements 
not  being  found  so  serious  as  to  warrant  more  stringent  action. 
No  serious  infringements  were  disclosed. 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 

This  Order  requires  that,  in  general,  pre-packed  foods  shall 
bear  on  the  label  a  clear  statement  of  the  designation  of  the  food 
and,  in  the  case  of  compound  foods,  the  ingredients.  It  also  re¬ 
quires  that  the  name  and  address  of  the  packer  or  labeller 
appears.  At  fifteen  premises  eighty-four  articles  of  pre-packed 
food  were  examined.  No  proceedings  were  taken  in  resepct  of 
any  of  the  infringements  detected  and  manufacturers  took  im¬ 
mediate  steps  to  correct  unsatisfactory  labels  as  soon  as  their 
attention  was  drawn  to  them. 

False  or  Misleading  Descriptions 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  activities,  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  is  carried  out  each  year  in  scrutinising  advertisements 
and  the  labelling  of  pre-packed  foods  and  taking  such  action  as 
is  possible  to  secure  satisfactory  amendments  in  those  cases  where 
a  label  or  advertisement  contains  a  false  or  misleading  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  food  to  which  it  relates.  This  work  is  of  benefit  to  all 
the  districts  of  Middlesex,  irrespective  of  where  the  offending 
advertisement  or  label  is  discovered,  and  during  the  year  under 
review  corrective  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  cherry 
wine,  biscuits,  chocolate  Easter  eggs,  flour  and  sugar  confection¬ 
ery,  imitation  caviare,  blackcurrant  punch,  fruit  juice  drinks  and 
creme  de  menthe. 

Safe  Milk 

A  sample  of  raw  milk  was  procured  within  the  District  and 
submitted  to  test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  It  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Milk  Special  Designation  Regulations 

The  following  licences  were  issued  : 

Dealers’  Licences  : 

Pasteurised  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  2 

Sterilised  .  2 

All  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated,  and  eight  samples 
taken  from  the  bulk  suppliers  to  the  area  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Supplementary  Licences  : 

Pasteurised  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  5 

Sterilised  .  5 
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PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
LONDON  AIRPORT 


The  new  Central  Terminal  Area  Buildings  have  now  been  in 
operation  since  April,  1955,  and  during  the  year,  re-organisation 
of  the  refuse  collection  service  was  necessary  because  of  increased 
amounts  of  refuse  requiring  removal  and  disposal.  A  daily  collec¬ 
tion  of  refuse  takes  place  and  to  do  this,  a  night  shift  is  employed. 
The  lighting  facilities  on  the  airport  make  this  possible  and  there 
is  less  vehicular  traffic  during  the  hours  of  collection.  In  addition 
to  the  nightly  collections,  a  daily  collection  from  certain  collective 
points  is  also  given. 

In  addition  to  the  refuse  collection  service,  the  department’s 
staff  carried  out  Public  Health  duties  in  connection  with  Rodent 
and  Insect  Control,  Imported  Food  Inspection,  the  sampling  of 
aircraft  drinking  water  supplies,  factory  and  shops  inspection, 
and  the  inspection  of  all  types  of  food  premises. 


1.  Food  Inspection 

The  amount  of  imported  food  inspected  during  the  year  came 
to  201  tons  2  cwts.  3  qtrs.  14  lbs.,  and  this  necessitated  421  visits 


imported  food  being  brought  by  aircraft  to  London  Airport. 
All  food  is  inspected  in  the  bonded  warehouses. 
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to  the  Airport  for  the  purposes  of  inspection.  The  day  and  night 
inspection  service  was  maintained  for  this  work  and,  due  to 
excellent  co-operation  between  H.M.  Customs  and  the  operating 
companies,  there  was  no  delay  in  clearing  the  various  consign¬ 
ments.  At  night-time,  inspectors  are  contacted  by  telephone 
when  imported  food  arrives  by  plane. 


Fifteen  contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937  and  1948  were  discovered.  In  each  instance  the 
food  concerned  was  a  consignment  of  meat  or  meat  product,  to 
which  no  official  certificate  was  attached.  The  food  concerned 
was  either  re-exported,  destroyed  or  released  after  the  necessary 
declarations  had  been  received. 

In  addition,  113  lbs.  of  food  were  condemned  because  of 
unfitness. 


Details  of  the  various  types  of  foodstuffs  inspected  are  shown 
hereunder. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


Cheese  . 

18 

9 

1 

27 

Vegetables 

16 

19 

0 

22 

Fruit  . 

7 

8 

1 

18 

Cooked  Meats . 

12 

15 

0 

17 

Fresh,  Chilled,  Frozen  Meat  and  Offal 

95 

10 

1 

23 

Salami  and  Sausages  . 

39 

18 

1 

21 

Confectionery  . 

1 

11 

1 

16 

Fish  . 

1 

16 

0 

7 

Shellfish . 

2 

13 

1 

20 

Miscellaneous  ...  . 

3 

1 

2 

23 

Butter 

0 

19 

0 

16 

Details  of  foodstuffs  condemned  at 

ows  :  — 

London 

Airport  are 

as 

1  Pig  Carcase  . . 

•  •  . 

20 

lbs. 

Cooked  Lobster 

.  .  . 

3 

lbs. 

Sausages  . 

.  .  . 

24 

lbs. 

Ox  Liver  . 

•  .  . 

12 

lbs. 

Ham 

267 

lbs. 

2.  Food  Premises 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  many  and  varied  type  of  catering 
premises  on  the  airport  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the 
new  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  been 
requested  in  several  instances.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  many 
stuctural  improvements  have  taken  place  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  meetings  with  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  Civil 
Aviation,  and  Operating  Companies. 
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3.  Rodent  Control  and  insect  Pests 

The  destruction  of  rodents  and  other  vermin  was  dealt  with 
during  the  year  by  the  contractors  employed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Transport  and  Civil  Aviation.  A  detailed  survey  by  technical 
officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  Central  Terminal  Area,  and  rodent  proofing  and 
treatment  wras  carried  out  in  accordance  with  their  recommenda¬ 
tions.  Several  treatments  have  also  been  given  on  the  advice  of 
this  department  when  the  occasion  was  necessary. 

4.  Aircraft  Water  Supplies 

Thirty-five  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from 
aircraft  and  water  bowsers,  and  twenty-nine  were  satisfactory. 
The  results  compare  very  favourably  with  results  which  were 
obtained  five  or  six  years  ago.  On  the  occasion  of  an  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  sample  being  brought  to  light  the  air  company  concerned  is 
always  immediately  contacted  and  investigations  follow.  In  my 
view  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  design  of  portable 
drinking  water  containers  and  the  use  of  steam  as  a  means  of 
cleaning  and  sterilising  such  a  type  of  container.  Chemical 
sterilisation  has  not  proved  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 
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